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      February 15, 2018 
 
 
Honorable Tim Walberg 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Representative Walberg: 
 
The National Association for Home Care & Hospice (NAHC) is the largest national organization 
representing home health, home care and hospice organizations and the patients and families they serve.  
As part of our mission we support policy changes that have the potential to improve the public’s health 
and safety.  As such, we strongly endorse the “Safe Disposal of Unused Medication Act” being 
introduced by you and your colleagues. 
 
Under hospice, a high proportion of patients are dispensed medications to address terminal, intractable 
pain.  Most of these drugs are classified as controlled substances, and heavily regulated by the federal 
government.  With some frequency residual medications that will not be used by the hospice patient 
remain in the home.  This can happen under a number of circumstances, including when a patient expires 
or when the hospice initiates medication changes.  In recent years, and particularly since the Drug 
Enforcement Administration’s (DEA’s) issuance of final regulations implementing the Secure and 
Responsible Drug Disposal Act of 2010, many questions have arisen regarding the appropriate role of 
hospice professionals relative to destruction of controlled substances in patient’s homes.   Under current 
law, unless a state or locality has enacted legislation that otherwise allows hospices to dispose of unused 
medications, hospice staff may not handle or destroy such medications in the home.  As a result, it is 
frequently the case that hospice home visiting staff must leave dangerous medications with a high risk for 
diversion in the home environment. 
 
Your legislation would allow qualified hospices to authorize their personnel to safely handle controlled 
substances in the home for purposes of assisting in their proper disposal after a hospice patient’s death, 
thereby diminishing the potential for the unused drugs of hospice patients to be diverted or otherwise 
misused. 
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It is widely recognized that misuse of controlled substances is a growing public health emergency.  Your 
recognition of the role that hospice programs can play in helping to reduce the incidence of diversion and 
misuse of controlled substances in our communities is greatly appreciated.  We applaud your efforts and 
stand ready to assist in any way that we can to support the “Safe Disposal of Unused Medication Act.” 
 

    Sincerely, 

       
    William A. Dombi 
    President 


